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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims 

1 . (Previously Presented) A method for updating data in a storage device, 
comprising: 

receiving an update to one or more blocks of customer data at addresses in the storage 

device; 

for each block of data to update, generating metadata indicating the address of the block 
in the storage device and an error checking code, wherein the error checking code is generated 
from the customer data and is used to determine whether the customer data in the block has 
changed; 

for each block of data to update, writing the block of data to update and the metadata for 
the block to cache; and 

for each block of data to update, transferring the block of data and the metadata for the 
block from the cache to the storage device, 

2. (Previously Presented) A method for updating data in a storage device, 
comprising; 

receiving an update to one or more blocks of cu stomer data at addresses in the storage 

device; 

for each block of data to update, generating metadata indicating the address of the block 
in the storage device and an error checking code that is capable of being used to determine 
whether the customer data in the block has changed; 

for each block of data to update, writing the block of data to update and the metadata for 
the block to cache; 

for each block of data to update, determ ining whether the address of the block of data in 
the metadata and the address in the storage device to update match; 

for each block of data to update, performing an operation on the customer data in the 
block and the error checking code to determine whether the customer data has changed; and 
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transfening the block of data to update and metadata for the block to the storage device if 
the address of the block in the metadata and requested address match and the customer data has 
not changed. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2 ? wherein the operation performed on the 
customer data comprises XORing the customer data and wherein the error checking code 
comprises a longitudinal redundancy checking code, 

4. (Previously Presented) A method for updating data in a storage device, 
comprising: 

receiving an update to one or more blocks of customer data at addresses in the storage 

device; 

setting up a control block including the address of a first block of data to update in the 
storage device and an instruction to generate the address and error code as metadata for the 
block; 

for each block of data to update, generating metadata indicating the address in the control 
block as the address of the block in the storage device to write and an error checking code that is 
capable of being used to determine whether the customer data in the block has changed; 

for each block of data to update, writing the block of data to update and the metadata for 
the block to cache; and 

for each block of data to update, transferring the block of data and the metadata for the 
block from the cache to the storage device. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

for each block to update s incrementing the block address m the control block before 
processing a next block, wherein the incremented block address is used as the address in the 
storage device to generate as metadata for the next block of data to update. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method uf claim 1, A_method for updating data in a 
storage device, comprising: 
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receivjnR an update to one or more blocks of cu m mer data at addresses in the gt^-ag P 

device: 

for each block o f d at a t o update, gener ating metadata indicatinp the address of the hi™* 
in the storage device and aq error checking code, wherein the error checkin g code is generated h Y 
whcicin g e nuating the mm ch e cking unlu c uiapiiy es XORing the customer data in the block 
such that the error checking code comprises a longitudinal redundancy checking code^and 
wherein the error checking code is used to deter m ine whether the customer data in the hlnck h** 
changed: 

for each blo_ck of data to update, writ ing the block of data to update and the metadata for 
the block to cache: and 

for each block of data to update, tra nsferring the block of data and the metadata for the 
block from the cache to the storage device . 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein generating the metadata 
and determining whether the address of the block in the storage device and block address in 
metadata, match and performing the operation on the customer data and error checking is 
performed by a device that is separate from a main processor, wherein the device transfers the 
block of data from the cache to the storage device using a direct memory access (DMA) channel. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

setting up a control block in the cache including the block address of a first block to 
update and an instruction to check the address and error code of the block, wherein determining 
whether the block address in the metadata in the storage device and the block address to update 
match comprises using the block address in the control block in the cache as the block address to 
update to compare with the block address in the metadata stored with the block in the cache. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising: 

for each requested block, incrementing the block address in the first control block after 
transferring the block from the cache to the storage device, wherein the incremented block 
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address is used as the block address to compare with the block address in the metadata in the 
cache for the next requested block. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) A method for updating data in a storage device, 
comprising: 

receiving an update to one or more blocks of customer data at addresses in the storage 

device; 

for each block of data to update, generating metadata indicating the address of the block 
in the storage device and an error checking code that is capable of being used to determine 
whether the customer data in the block has changed; 

for each block of data to update, writing the block of data to update and the m etadata for 
the block to cache; 

for each block of data to update, transferring the block of data and the metadata for the 
block from the cache to the storage device; 
recovering from a power loss; and 

using the metadata for blocks in cache to rebuild cache control blocks for the blocks in 
cache after recovering from the power loss. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the blocks of data and metadata are 
stored in a non-volatile portion of the cache and the cache control blocks are stored in a volatile 
portion of the cache. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 10, further comprising: 

maintaining a first data structure indicating whether each block of data in cache is valid or 
'invalid and a second data structure indicating whether each block of data includes modified or 
unmodified data; 

for each block of data in the cache, using the error checking code to determine whether 
the block of data in the cache has changed; and 
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for each block of data in the cache, indicating in the first data structure that the block of 
data is invalid if the second data structure indicates that the block of data is not modified and the 
block of data has changed. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 10, further comprising: 

maintaining a first data structure indicating whether each block of data in cache is valid or 
invalid and a second data structure indicating whether each block of data includes modified or 
unmodified data; 

for each block of data in the cache, using the error checking code to determine whether 
the block of data in the cache has changed; and 

for each block of data in the cache accessing the update to the block from another storage 
location if the second data structure i ndicates that the block of data i s modified and the block of 
data has changed. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 10, further comprising: 

maintaining a first data structure indicating whether each block of data in cache is valid or 
invalid and a second data structure indicating whether each block of data includes modified or 
unmodified data; 

for each block of data in the cache, using the error checking code to determine whether 
the block of data in the cache has changed; and 

rebuilding the cache control block for the block using the address information in the 
metadata for the block if the block of data has not changed, 

1 5 . (Original) The method of claim. 1 , wherein the error checking code is further 
capable of being used to determine whether the metadata in the block has changed. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) A system for updating data, comprising: 
a storage device; 

a cache; 
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means for receiving an update to one or more blocks of customer data at addresses in the 
storage device; 

means for generating metadata, for each block of data to update, indicati ng the address of 
the block in the storage device and an error checking code, wherein the error checking code is 
generated from the customer data and is used to determine whether the customer data in the 
block has changed; 

means for writing the block of data to update and the metadata for the block to the cache 
for each block of data to update; and 

means transferring the block of data and the metadata for the block fern the cache to the 
storage device for each block of data to update. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) A system for updating data, comprising: 
a storage device; 
a cache; 

m eans for receiving an update to one or more blocks of customer data at addresses in the 
storage device; 

means for generating metadata, for each block of data to update, indicating the address of 
the block in the storage device and an error checking code that is capable of being used to 
determine whether the customer data in the block has changed; 

means for writing the block of data to update and the metadata for the block to the cache 
for each block of data to update; 

means for determining whether the address of the block of data in the metadata and the 
address in the storage device to update match for each block of data to update; 

means for performing an operation on the customer data in the block and the error 
checking code to determine whether the customer data has changed for each block of data to 
update; and 

means for transferring the block of data to update and metadata for the block to the 
storage device if the address of the block in the metadata and requested address match and the 
customer data has not changed. 
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18. (Original) The system of cl aim 17, wherein the operation performed on the 
customer data comprises XORing the customer data and wherein the error checking code 
comprises a longitudinal redundancy checking code, 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A system for updating data, comprising: 
a storage device; 

a cache; 

means for receiving an update to one or more blocks of customer data at addresses in the 
storage device; 

means for setting up a control block including the address of a first block of data to 
update in the storage device and an instruction to generate the address and error code as metadata 
for the block; 

means for generating metadata, for each block of data to update, ind icating the address in 
the control block as the address of the block in the storage device to wri te and an error checking 
code that is capable of being used to determine wheth er the customer data in the block has 
changed; 

means for writing the block of data to update and the metadata for the block to the cache 
for each block of data to update; and 

means transferring the block of data and the metadata for the block from the cache to the 
storage device for each block of data to update[[;]]. 

20. (Original) The system of claim 19, further comprising: 

means for incrementing the block address in the control block, for each block to update, 
before processing a next block, wherein the incremented block address is used as the address in 
the storage device to generate as metadata for the next block of data to update. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 10, A system for updating data, 
comprising: 

a storage device: 

acache: 
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means for receiving an update to one or mom b locks of custo mer data at address^ in tu» 
storage device: 

means for generating metadata, for each block o f data to up dat e, indicatinp th« ~r 
the block in the storage device and an error check ing code, wherein the error checking code is 
generated by whemiu Qn inborn for guiuating tin uim choking u>Je cmupj i&is XORing the 
customer data in the block such that the error checking code comprises a longitudinal redundancy 
checking code, wherein the error checking code is used to determine whether the customer data 
in the block has changed: 

means for writing the block of data to update and the metadata for the block to the cache 
for each block of data to update; and 

means transfeirring the block of dat a and the metadata for the block from th e cache to the 
storage devi ce for each block of data to update . 

22. (Origin al) The system of claim 1 7, wherein the means for generating the metadata, 
determining whether th e address of the block in th e storage device and block address in metadata 
match, and performing the operation on the customer data and error checking comprises a device 
that is separate from a main processor, wherein the device transfers the block of data from the 
cache to the storage device using a direct memory access (DMA) channel. 

23. (Original) The system of claim 17, further comprising: 

means for setting up a control block in the cache including the block address of a first 
block to update and an instruction to check the address and error code of the block, wherein the 
means for determining whether the block address in the metadata in the storage device and the 
block address to update match comprises using the block address in the control block in the 
cache as the block address to update to compare with the block address in the metadata stored 
with the block in the cache. 



24. (Original) The system of claim 23, further comprising: 
means for incrementing the block address in the first control block, for each requested 
block, after transferring the block from the cache to the storage device, wherein the incremented 
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with the block address in the metadata in 



25. (Previously Presented) A system for updating data, comprising; 
a storage device; 

a cache; 

means for receiving an update to one or more blocks of customer data at addresses in the 
storage device; 

means for generating metadata, for each block of data to update, indicating the address of 
the block in the storage device and an error checking code that is capable of being used to 
determine whether the customer data in the block has changed; 

means for writing the block of data to update and the metadata for the block to the cache 
for each block of data to update; 

means transferring the block of data and the metadata for the block from the cache to the 
storage device for each block of data to update; 

means for recovering from a power loss; and 

means for using the metadata for blocks in cache to rebuild cache control blocks for the 
blocks in cache after recovering from the power loss. 

26. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein the blocks of data and 
metadata are stored in a non-volatile portion of the cache and the cache control blocks are stored 
in a volatile portion of the cache. 

27. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, further comprising: 

means for maintaining a first data structure indicating whether each block of data in cache 
is valid or invalid and a second data structure indicating whether each block of data includes 
modified or unmodified data; 

means for using the error checking code, for each block of data in the cache, to determine 
whether the block of data in the cache has changed; and 
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means for indicating in the first data structure, for each block of data in the cache, that the 
block of data is invalid if the second data structure indicates that the block of data is not modified 
and the block of data has changed. 

28. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, further comprising: 

means for main taining a first data structure ind icating whether each block of data in cache 
is valid or invalid and a second data structure indicating whether each block of data includes 
modified or unmodified data; 

means for using the error checking code, for each block of data in the cache, to determine 
wheth er the block of data in the cache has changed; and 

means for accessing, for each block of data in the cache, the update to the block from 
another storage location if the second data structure indicates that the block of data is modified 
and the block of data has changed. 

29. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25 , further compri sing: 

means for maintainin g a first data structure indicating whether each block of data in cache 
is valid or invalid and a second data structure indicating whether each block of data includes 
modified or unmodified data; 

means for using the error checking code to determine wheth er the block of data in th e 
cache has changed for each block of data in the cache; and 

means for rebuilding the cache control block for the block using the address information 
in the metadata for the block i f the block of data has not changed. 

3 0. (Original) The system of claim 1 6, further comprising means for using the error 
checking code to determine whether the metadata in the block has changed. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) An integrated circuit device including logic for updating 
data in a storage device, wherein the integrated circuit device is in data communication with a 
cache, wherein the logic performs: 
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receivin g an update to one or more blocks of customer data at addresses in the storage 

device; 

for each block of data to update, gen erating metadata indicating the address of the block 
in the storage device and an error checking code, wherein the error checking code is generated 
from the customer data and is used to determine whether the customer data in the block bas 
changed; 

for each block of data to update, writing the block of data to update and the metadata for 
the block to the cache; and 

for each block of data to update, transferring the block of data and the metadata for the 
block from the cache to the storage device. 

32. (Previously Presented) An integrated circuit device including logic for updating 
data in a storage device, wherein the integrated circuit device is in data communication with a 
cache, wherein the logic performs: 

receiving an update to one or more blocks of customer data at addresses in the storage 

device; 

for each block of data to update, generating metadata indicating the address of the block 
in the storage device and an error checking code that is capable of being used to determine 
whether the customer data in the block has changed; 

for each block of data to update, writing the block of data to update and the metadata for 
the block to the cache; 

for each block of data to update, determining whether the address of the block of data in 
the metadata and the address in the storage device to update match; 

for each block of data to update, performing an operation on the customer data in th e 
block and the error checking code to determine whether the customer data has changed; and 

transferring the block of data to update and metadata for the block to the storage device if 
the address of the block in the metadata and requested address match and the customer data has 
not changed. 
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33. (Previously Presented) The integrated circuit device of claim 32, wherein the 
operation performed on the customer data comprises XORing the customer data and wherein the 
error checking code comprises a longitudinal redundancy checking code. 

34. (Previously Presented) An integrated circuit device including logic for updating 
data in a storage device, wherein the integrated circuit device is in data communication with a 
cache and processor, wherein the logic performs: 

receiving an update to one or more blocks of customer data at addresses in the storage 

device; 

accessing a control block, generated by the processor, including the address of a first 
block of data to update in the storage device and an instruction to cause the integrated circuit 
device to generate the address and error code as metadata for the block; 

for each block of data to update, generating the metadata indicating die address in the 
control block as the address of the block in the storage device to write and an error checking code 
that is capable of being used to determine whether the customer data in the block has changed; 

for each block of data to update, writing the block of data to update and the metadata for 
the block to the cache; and 

for each block of data to update, trans ferring the block of data and the metadata for the 
block from the cache to the storage device. 

35. (Previously Presented) The integrated circuit device of claim 34, wherein the logic 
further performs: 

for each block to update, incrementing the block address in the control block before 
processing a next block, wherein the incremented block address is used as me address in the 
storage device to generate as metadata for the n ext block of data to update. 

36, (Currently Amended) THi uil L ^atLd ur c uit du viu. uf claim 3 1 ; An integrated 
c kcuit devjee mclndmp I p^r for updating data in a stnr^n H^ i. e . wherein th» mt qgrate d ri TC „ft 
device is in data communication wi th a caches , whe rein the Inwp. pMhtmi. 
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receiving an update to one or more blocks of cy stoma- data at addresses in the stora^ 

device; 

for each block of data to update, eenerattnp metadata inriir.attng the address of the big* 
in , the storage device and an error checking code, wh e rein the error checking coda i s generated hy 
wherein genua ting tUi uiui Unking udi cuu i piires XORing the customer data in the block 
such that the error checking code comprises a longitudinal redundancy checking code , wherein 
the error checking code is used to determine whether the customs H a ta in the block has changed; 

for each block of data to update, wrjtinp the block of data to update and the p i $tnd»hi f™- 
the block to the cache: and 

for each bJock of data to update, transfer r ing the block of data and the metadata for t h* 
block from the cache to the storage device 

37. (Previously Presented) The integrated circuit device of claim 32, wherein the 
integrated circuit device is included in a storage system having a main processor, wherein the 
device transfers the block of data from the cache to the storage device using a direct memory 
access (DMA) channel. 

38. (Previously Presented) The integrated circuit devi ce of claim 32, wherein a 
processor generates a control block in the cache including the block address of a first block to 
update and an instruction to cause the integrated circuit device to check the address and error 
code of the block, wherein the integrated circuit device determines wheth er the block address in 
the metadata in the storage device and the block address to update match by using the block 
address in the control block in the cache as the block address to update to compare with the block 
address in the metadata stored with the block in the cache. 

39. (Previously Presented) The integrated circuit device of claim 38, wherein the logic 
further performs: 

for each requested block, incrementing the block address in the first control block after 
transferring the block from the cache to the storage device, wherein the incremented block 
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address is used as the block address to compare with the block address in the metadata in the 
cache for the next requested block, 

40. (Previously Presented) An integrated circuit device including logic for updating 
data in a storage device, wherein the integrated circuit device is in data communication with a 
cache, wherein the logic perforins: 

receiving an update to one or more blocks of customer data at addresses in the storage 

device; 

for each block of data to update, generating metadata indicating the address of the block 
in the storage device and an error checking code that is capable of being used to determine 
whether the customer data in the block has changed; 

for each block of data to update, writing the block of data to update and the metadata for 
the block to the cache; 

for each block of data to update, transferring the block of data and the metad ata for the 
block from the cache to the storage device; 

recovering from a power loss; and 

using the metadata for blocks in cache to rebuild cache control blocks for the blocks In 
cache after recovering from the power loss. 

4L (Previously Presented) The integrated circuit device of claim 40, wherein the 
blocks of data and metadata arc stored in a nonvolatile portion of the cache and the cache 
control blocks are stored in a volatile portion of the cache. 

42. (Previously Presented) The integrated circui t device of claim 3 1 , wherein the error 
checking code is further capable of bei ng used to determine whether th e m etadata in the block 
has changed. 

* 

43. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium including at least one data 
structure used for updating data in a storage device and a cache, comprising: 

blocks of customer data; 
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a block of metadata for each block of customer data, wherein the metadata includes the 
address of the block in the storage device and an error checking code, wherein the error checking 
code is generated from the customer data and that is used to determine whether the customer data 
in the block has changed, wherein block of data to update and the metadata for the block are 
written to cache. 



44. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium including at least one data 
structure used for updating data in a storage device and a cache, comprising: 
blocks of customer data; 

a block of metadata for each block of customer data, wherein the metadata includes the 
address of the block in the storage device and au error checking code that is capab le of being 
used to determine whether the customer data in the block has changed while the block is in the 
cache, wherein block of data to update and the metadata for the block are written to cache; and 

a control block including the address of a first block of data to update in the storage 
device and an instruction to generate the address and error code as metadata for the block, 
wherein generating the metadata indicating the address of the block in the storage device 
comprises using the block address in the control block as the address of th e block in the storage 
device to write as the metadata. 



45. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of claim. 44, wherein the 
block address in the control block is incremented before processing a next block, wherein the 
incremented block address is used as the address in the storage device to generate as metadata for 
the next block of data to update. 



46. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of claim 43, further 
comprising: 

a control block in th e cache including the block address of a first block to update and i 
instruction to check the address and error code of the block, wherein determimng whether the 
block address in the metadata in the storage device and the block address to update match 
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comprises using the block address in the control block in the cache as the block address to update 
to compare with the block address in the metadata stored with the block in the cache. 

47. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of claim 46, wherein the 
blocks of data and metadata are stored in a nonvolatile portion of the cache and the cache 
control block is stored in a volatile portion of the cache. 

48. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of claim 43, further 
comprising: 

a first data structure indicating whether each block of data in cache is valid or invalid and 
a second data structure indicating whether each block of data includes modified or unmodified 
data, wherein the error checking code is used to determine whether each block of data in the 
cache has changed in the event of a data recovery event, wherein the first data structure is 
modified to indicate that a block of data is invalid if the second data structure indicates that the 
block of data is not modified and the block of data has changed. 



49-51, (Canceled) 
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